
Learning style activity
You have scored mostly As. See the "A" learning style below

The total number of As is 3
The total number of Bs is 2
The total number of Cs is 2
The total number of Ds is 2

Which are your strongest preferences? Look at the table below to see what that means. There are no
right answers here but this will give you some idea of your preferred ways to learn. Remember that
this isn't a scientific test but it does provide an indication of how you approach your study. This has
implications for how you develop as a learner.

Mostly 'A'

You probably like new experiences and challenges, and enjoy interacting with people but sometimes
get bored easily. You might find it helpful to study for short rather than extended periods of time. You'll
probably enjoy taking part in tutorials and and meeting other students.

You prefer to do things quickly rather than spend time weighing up the consequences. You need to
make sure that you allocate time to review your assignments carefully before you submit them so that
you avoid careless mistakes. You need to be prepared to review them again when you get them back
so that you can learn from the feedback.

If you find it difficult to work alone, remember that you can use online conferencing to keep in touch
with other students.

Mostly 'B'

You probably enjoy being able to work at your own pace because you like to ponder over your
experiences and take time to draw conclusions.

You probably don't like making hasty decisions and prefer to take a back seat in face-to-face tutorials
or meetings. You might enjoy the opportunity to provide considered responses to other students via
the FirstClass online conferences.

You may need to ensure that you plan ahead by breaking your work down into manageable chunks
and producing a timetable for completion. If you monitor your progress, you'll be confident that you'll
be able to meet your assignment deadlines without feeling rushed.

Mostly 'C'

You apply logic to what you do and are likely to enjoy analysing and problem solving. You're probably
good at organising your work and time. The systematic approach needed for OU study probably suits
you, but you may find it hard to contemplate trying new things.

You're probably happy to take time to look back over your work and learn from your tutor's feedback.
You need to make sure that you're also prepared to try new things in order to develop your skills.

Although checking, editing and proof-reading are vital stages in the assignment process, you may be
tempted to spend more time than you can afford on fine-tuning. Remember that there comes a point
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when you need to just let go and get on with the next part of the course! Learning from your tutor's
feedback will help you with future assignments, end-of-course assessments and exams.

Mostly 'D'

You are a practical person so you may find the theoretical aspects of learning quite a challenge. You
like to be clear about why you are doing things and you like to see results, so you may sometimes feel
impatient with open-ended discussions. You need to remember that many aspects of academic work
are open to debate.

The online and paper-based resources we provide should appeal to you because they are designed
to offer practical help using a down-to-earth approach. The case studies will give you some ideas on
how to use them. Even though you probably like having the chance to experiment and try new things,
you may be tempted to avoid the activities which encourage you to stop and think. However, this is an
important stage which should save you time and effort in the long run.

What does this mean?

Different learners have different preferences and strengths. Knowing what these are will help you to
organise your work.

If you have a real mixture of As, Bs, Cs and Ds with no strong preferences, then you are probably
able to adapt to most learning situations. If you have a preference for just one or two styles then you
need to remember that there are a number of ways to approach the various aspects of your study.
You might be tempted to miss out important stages, so do be open to trying new things. This will help
you take responsibility for your learning and exercise control over what you do. Here are some
examples of how your learning style relates to the process of learning (the-learning-cycle.php) and the
study strategies advice on this site.
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